The Society has been active in responding to government consultation documents and media enquiries. We also remain up to date with the latest developments of online communication tools and novel means of engaging the public with applied microbiology. This is facilitated by Communications Manager, Lucy Harper and Communications Officer, Clare Doggett.

Policy

Consultations

With contributions from various Trustees, SfAM responded to the EC survey on scientific information in the digital age. We have also responded to the Food Standards Agency’s call for evidence to contribute to the Forward Evidence Plan of the FSA for 2011.
Membership

SfAM continue to contribute to the work of the Society of Biology in responding to Government consultations where relevant. In 2011 SfAM became Organisational Members of the Campaign for Science and Engineering (CaSE).
Media

In 2011, SfAM did background work, finding experts for the Science Media Centre (SMC) and providing guidance on how to handle an issue and who was and who was not suitable to work with the media. Media enquiries generated coverage on topics as diverse as the potential universal flu vaccine and use by dates on food.
SfAM meetings in 2011 generated media coverage, including extensive coverage on the gut microbiome after the Environmental Microbiology lecture 2011 which was given by Prof. Willem de Vos.
A number of press releases generated online coverage from SfAM journal articles including over 50 outlets featuring articles on an article in the Letters in Applied Microbiology on the properties of a group of peptides against a strain of yeast known to cause eczema.

Myself, and a number of SfAM members made comment to the media on subjects such as sepsis and the use of a nasal spray against influenza.
SfAM continue to support the work of the Science Media Centre and Sense About Science in ensuring accurate stories are reported in the mass media.
Communications

The Communications team continued to work on SfAM’s communications strategy during 2011. In addition, Lucy Harper was heavily involved in the Society of Biology’s Science Communication Project fostering collaborative links with other Learned Societies.
The Communications Award for 2011 was presented to winner, Prof. Joanna Verran of Manchester Metropolitan University, who provided an entertaining and informative speech at the SfAM Summer Conference dinner. An article about Jo Verran appeared on the Times Higher Education website.
In line with the latest developments in Web 2.0 technologies, the Society’s communications remit was further developed through the increasing popularity of the SfAM Facebook fan page and Twitter presence. The addition of a group on the social media site ‘LinkedIn’ has proven popular, particularly with microbiologists based overseas.
SfAM continue to support the work of Sense About Science, through sponsorship of their ‘Standing up for Science’ workshops, which provide early career scientists with an understanding of media work. SfAM also support their Annual lecture, which this year saw an interesting talk by Professor Richard Evans who explored the lessons politicians might learn from major epidemics of the past, including cholera and BSE. A recording of the lecture is available as a podcast.
Website

The website development project was completed in 2011 enabling the Society to promote our work online in a much more effective way. The new website provides a robust system over which the Society has complete control with little additional financial outlay. The flexibility of the new website allows changes to the content in a timely manner and provides the Society with a much more professional image. Pixl8 have provided hosting and maintenance support for the website and will continue to work on the site through its future development.

An addition to our online facilities is online grant application, just one of the items identified as a priority by stakeholders during the website development project.
Public Engagement / Outreach

SfAM provided a continuation of funding for the ‘World of Microbiology’ project, originally funded by the Wellcome Trust. Scientists went into schools and talked to pupils about superbugs and hand hygiene, STIs, foodborne infection and careers in microbiology.
SfAM also supported the development of the ‘Germ wars’ project which aimed to enhance understanding of microbiology, the role of microbes in disease, and the existence of beneficial bacteria and their requirement for health and wellbeing. This project, run in collaboration with Dundee Science Centre, enabled 250 Primary school pupils to become engaged with microbiology and the roles of beneficial and harmful bacteria in health and disease.
As the Hon. General Secretary I would like to extend my personal thanks to all my fellow Officers, Committee and Staff for their help and assistance in the past year. I am looking forward to playing a role in the further growth of the society in the future.

